
Letter to the STR 
subcommittee 

 
Hello,  
 
We are Anat and Shay. Our house is at 1177 County route 27. 
 
We are a couple from Brooklyn with two children we are both designers with modest 
income. Shay is also a former farmer, and we are both veterans. We moved to NYC a 
little over 20 years ago and shortly thereafter “discovered” Columbia County. We have 
loved Columbia County for many years. We were visiting the county regularly in the past 
20 years and wanted to get a house here for a long time.  
 
We were looking for acreage to build a self-sustainable farm. But didn’t think we could 
afford it in Columbia County. 5 years of search across the region, in 5 counties and 60 
houses visited, we found our home right where we wanted to be in the most in the first 
place.  
  
The house was owned for close to 50 years to one owner. After the owners passing the 
property and the house deteriorated for several years. Then, eventually, Barbara, 
bought it, as a retirement house for herself and five of her cows. She fixed up the house 
and put up a barn and a paddock. But then, unfortunately, she passed suddenly after 
only two or three years. The house stood empty for another two years. The lot was 
neglected (her son lives in Wisconsin).  
 
Then we bought it. We continued to fix it up and we are taking care of the beautiful 
property that was in bad shape. Now we are part of the local farming community, and 
we stay at the house as much as we can, while at the same time splitting our lives 
between Taghkanic and Brooklyn. We could do it only thanks to the STR system. 
 
Our dream was simple: a house with a field and, if ever possible, sheep too. One day, 
as we were painting inside the house, Rob showed up at the door. He was inquiring 
about using our land for his sheep. We shocked (in a good way) and delighted by the 
request. Of course, we said yes, on the spot. All we get in return is one lamb per year. 
Rob quickly became a very good friend of ours. We found out later that Shay shares the 
very same birthday as Rob. Exactly 5 years apart, as if the universe meant to connect 
us.  
Rob and Shay spend hours debating and talking and laughing about life. Sharing stories 
and views. This type of relationship soars above any political divide. Just the love and 
respect of neighbors who came to be partners and great friends. Our friends in the city 



came to know Rob too. Now Rob sells the meat he raises on our land and from his land 
to additional 4 different households in the city.  
 
While fixing thing up and making new friends, we started looking for local help that can 
help us maintain the house and property.  
We have so many people who rely on the income from our home’s short term rental.  
 
Our house manager and cleaning person, Chandra is a single mom of three children 
who go to school in Taghkanic. She has been working with us for the past 6 years and 
we got to know her and her family. She is a wonderful kind person, and she cares a lot 
about the house. She also decorates it in the seasons. She loves the house so much, 
that she spent her own vacation there with her family—we immediately offered it to her 
for free! (That was during the summer—when rentals are at their prime time). We 
become to rely on her very good service, and she on the income from the house. 
 
Our tub guy - Robert is with us for the last 2 years (shortly after we installed it). We have 
a great relationship with him too. He is also a friend that loves to talk just about 
anything. His son, Jamey, cleans the tub weekly. 
 
Jeff, the mower, Mark, our shoveling person, our electrician, plumber, contractor, 
firewood supplier — are all locals that live within few miles from us, and some live in 
Taghkanic “proper”. They all get plenty of their income from the STRs. They rely on 
clients like us that have regular high demand for their service. We cannot to afford to 
neglect a problem or to delay a needed fix. Therefore, an STR has a much more regular 
supply of work than a regular residence that is not an STR. Fro the folks we work with, 
these STRs have become very important streams of income. 
 
We also forged other relationships in the community that are purely neighborly—
separate of the STR—like Nicole, who runs the Hillsdale farmers market who lives close 
to us (maybe a half mile from us). She quickly has become a wonderful friend. Our kids 
play together, and we see each other often in the neighborhood, and at the farmer’s 
market. 
 
Our home has been rented for the past 6 years and we had virtually no problems at all. 
We make sure to vet our guests and make sure the guests are aware of the strict house 
rules, including: no music outside at any time, no parties or events and mainly the fact 
that we are a quiet home and not a party zone. We accept only people with great 
reviews, and we are tagged as Super Hosts on Air B&B or the last five and a half years.  
 
Our guests are respectful and usually come as small group or 2 families to enjoy 
country life and love the area. We offer our gusts updated lists of the local businesses 
we like, and we know that they are all exploring them (they tell us very happily about it). 
They spend handful money in local restaurants, shops, farmers markets. They also buy 
groceries, flowers, wine, and go out. They spend freely as if they are on a vacation or 
something… and that contributes to the local economy — particularly within the town 
and the immediate towns around us. 



 
We would like to emphasize that even though we do make some money out of the 
house, we are not in it for the money. Most of the revenue of our SRT goes to the 
people who work with us, then for taxes, and then most of whatever is left, we re-invest 
in the property and the house (which creates even more work for everyone). 
 
We are happy to be part of the conversation on how to regulate and make sure that the 
area keeps its rural character and remain quiet, but at the same time is able to welcome 
this new type of economy that contributes greatly to the town’s old businesses too. 
We agree that regulations can be helpful to maintain a good standard of safety and 
avoiding abuses by bad operators. We also accept the idea in principle of global 
capping, so to limit the density of STRs overall. 
 
But we do not agree with several of the stipulations listed in the draft.  
We will follow up a more detailed list of comments. Meanwhile, here is a summary of the 
top-line items (not a complete list): 
 
• Proximity limits: this creates tension between neighbors and would be unfair to 

current neighboring STRs 
• Number of bedrooms: the measure should be number of people (we sometimes 

have 5 adults who want to sleep in 5 rooms) 
• Renew approval every year: It’s stressful and puts the STR in constant state of 

turbulence. 3-5 year period makes more sense. We would need to come up with 
a different mechanism to deal with bad operators. The permit is already 
conditional to good behavior and may be revoked in extreme cases. 

• Local residency: We don’t think it’s fair to mandate local residency (even though it 
won’t affect us personally). We need to find a better way to eliminate bulk buyers 
who are likely not to care about the community and have higher potential for 
abuse.  

• Local host distance: 10 miles distance from the property is too short. This should be 
set to something more reasonable like county-wide or up to an hour away. 

• Speedy Process: we are greatly concerned with the aggressive timeline set for the 
process as described and published on the town’s website. We appreciate the 
very long time invested by the subcommittee on the subject. However, we think 
we need more time to work on this and to continue the conversation. 

• STR protection: we need to include additional protection for the STRs from 
neighbors who may (and maybe have already) deliberately complain without 
merit, just because they hold a negative sentiment towards the STRs in principle, 
and may even make false accusations. 

 
We continue all this time to invest in the home and in our small farm. We intend to move 
upstate at some point, within a few years. We just love it here and spend as much time 
as possible here. Many times, Shay stays here during the week as well. 
 
We love Taghkanic and we believe that together, in good faith, we will find the solutions 
that would benefit us all — as a community. 



 
Thank you very much 
 
Sincerely, 
Anat and Shay Moscona-Ishai 
 
 
 

 


